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Whitgi/t Hospital, Croydon. 

1the Bounder. 

~ RCHBISHOP WHITGIFT was born 
.f-1. at Grimsby in I 530, of an ancient 

Yorkshire family, and received his 
early training from his uncle, Robert Whitgift, 
Abbot of Wellow, in Lincolnshire, afterwards 
passing through Pembroke College at Cam
bridge. fJI With his subsequent career the reader 
is doubtless somewhat familiar. Suffice it there
fore to mention only some of those events of his 
life with which Croydon is more particularly 
concerned. 

fJ Although many of Whitgift's public acts 
were characterised by a harshness and severity 
suggestive of cruelty and vindictiveness, he was 
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4 Whitgi/t Hospital, Croydon. 

renowned for his piety, sound judgment, and 
benevolence, the latter trait of his character 
being very tangibly evidenced by his building and 
endowment of the Hospital of Holy Trinity. 

g His love for Croydon was great. It was 
here, at the Archiepiscopal Palace, now known 
as the Old Palace, that he spent some consider
able portion of his time, and carried out during· 
that period the duties pertaining to his high 
office. It was here that he preferred to come for 
rest and retirement, and on many occasions took 
great pleasure in dining at the Hospital among 
his '' poor brethren '' as he called them. There 

he was often visited by his distinguished friends, 
the Earls of Shrewsbury, Worcester, and 
Cumberland, and the Bishop of London, m 
whose company he chiefly delighted. 



·Whitgi/t Hospital, Croydon. 

f) As illustrating the humble and benevolent 
spirit of the Archbishop, it is recorded by lzaak 
W alton in his '' Life of Hooker • • that '' He 

visited them so often that he knew their names 
and dispositions, and was so truly humble that he 
called them brother and sister, and whenever the 
Queen descended to that lowliness to dine with 
him at his palace at Lambeth, which was very 
often, he would usually shew the like lowliness 
to his poor brothers and sisters at Croydon, and 
dine with them at his Hospital , at which time 
you may believe there was joy at the table." 

-.J Sir George Paule, in his " Life of Whit
gift," states that " After the finishing of this 
Hospital, among many other good deeds, the 
French Lieger Ambassador in England enquired 
what works the Archbishop had published, for 
he would willingly read the books of one who 
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6 Whitgi/t Hospital, Croydon . 

was reputed the Peerless Prelate for Piety and 
Learning in our days, and whom in conference 
he found so grave, Godly, and judicious; when 
it was answered that he only published certain 
books in the English tongue in defence of the 
ecclesiastical government, and when it was 
thereupon incidentally told the Ambassador that 
he had founded a hospital and a school, he said, 
• truly a hospital to sustain the poor and a school 
to train up youth are the worthiest books that 
an Archbishop could set forth.' '' 

«] Archbishop Whitgift died at Lambeth in 
February, 1603, within four years of the corn· 
pletion of the Hospital, having been Primate a 
little over 20 years, and was buried at the Parish 
Church, Croydon. 
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· Whitgi/t Hospital, Croydon. 

&he llos{'ital. 

~ OW to speak more particularly of the 
JrG Hospital itself. The work of build~ 

ing was commenced in the year 1 596 
and completed in the year 1 599. g Archbishop 

'Whitgift was most anxious that his charitable 
work should be completed during his lifetime, 
having a keen appreciation of the difference in 
value between an actual gift during life and a 
bequest enforced after death. 

t] • • This yeere '' [says Stowe-the year 
1600, in which the schoolmaster's house which 
once adjoined the Hospital was completed] 
•• the most reverend father John Whitgift, Arch~ 
bishop of Canterbury, did finish that notable and 
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8 Whitgift Hospital, Croydon. 

memorable monument of our time, to wit his 
Hospital of the Holy T rinitie in Croydon, in 
the County of Surrey, by him then founded and 
builded of stone and brick, for relief and susten
tation of certain poor people. As also a fair 
school-house for the increase of literature, 
together with a large dwelling house for the 
schoolmaster, his use, and these premises he, 
through God's favourable assistance in his own 
life time, performed and perfitted for that (as I 
have heard him say) he would not be to his 
executors a cause of their damnation, remember
ing the good advice that an ancient father hath 
left written to all posteritie :-It is a way far 
more safe for a man to do good and charitable 
deeds by himself whilst he liveth, than to hope 
that others will do the same for him after his 
death." 



· Whitgift Hospital, Croydon. 

(] The making of the necessary contracts and 
superintendence of the workmen was placed by 
the Archbishop in the hands of the Rev. Samuel 
Finch, who was then Vicar of Croydon. A 
book preserved in the Manuscript Library at 
Lambeth, and entitled '' The Particular 
Accounts of the Building of Trinity Hospital in 
Croydon, and the Statutes and Ordinances 
belonging to the same, •• contains a very minute 
schedule of the cost of the building, the sum 
total of which up to the 29th September, 1602, 
amounted to £2,716 11 s. 11 d . , a very large 
amount in those days, the buying power of gold 
being ten or fifteen times more then than now. 

Cj The Hospital was dedicated to the use of 
the poor on the 9th July, 1599, by Richard 
Ba~croft, Bishop of London, and Anthony 
Watson, Bishop of Chichester. 
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10 Whitgi/t Hospital, Croydon. 

g The building is of brick, in the Eliza
bethan style of architecture, in the form of a 
quadrangle, having over the entrance the Arms 
of the See of Canterbury surmounting the 
following inscription :-

'' Qui dat pauperi non indigebit. .. 

CJI The Chapel, a small, unpretentious 
structure, is situate in the south-east corner; the 
Common Hall and Kitchen with the Warden's 
Rooms over, in the north-east ; the room over 
the entrance archway, now in use by the 
Secretary, was the Muniment Room, specially 
constructed with a stout oak floor and barred 
windows, in which were kept the deeds of the 
properties and moneys for current use ; the re
maining portion of the building consists of the 
inmates' dwellings. 



· Whitgift Hospital, Croydon. 

fJ · There is a considerable number of valuable 
documents in the Hospital, carefully arranged 
in boxes, with an excellent index, which throw 
considerable light on Croydon history, and 
especially on the tenures held by the Hospital. 
They consist of court rolls, deeds, and inden
tures, over 200 in number, dating from the early 
6fteenth to the end of the sixteenth century and 
later. To quote from the '' Surrey Archaeo
logical Collections '' of -1888 :-

q '' Though nearly 300 years have passed 
since the erection of this Hospital, its historical 
and antiquarian features are undiminished. The 
Chapel, with its panelled walls, paintings, and 
old glass, seems as devotional and quaint as of 
yore. The Hall, with its timbered ceiling and 
low pitched windows-the same almost as when 
the Primate used to dine with the inmates-and 
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12 Whitgift Hospital, Croydon. 

the Warden's Room, with its finely carved 
mantel and wainscot, cannot escape notice. 

g Even the accessories of the Hospital, as 
the oaken chests, mazer bowls with inscriptions, 
and other curiosities, are so many heirlooms of 
the past. 

g It is reasonable to suppose that the Arms 
of the See of Canterbury, now in the window 
of the Common Hall, were a part of the original 
glass. •• 

THE COMMON HALL 

is situated on the eastern side of the Quadrangle, 
with walls panelled in Elizabethan style, and 
contains historical pieces of glass with the arms 

AR~IAD.I CIIEST. 
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of Queen Elizabeth. There are oak tables of 
the date of 1614, and . the whole structure is 
much in the same condition as when Archbishop 
Whitgift used to dine with those whom he called 
his '' poor brethren and sisters ... 

t] On th~ mantel-shelf is a block of black 
stone with a Latin inscription. The stone was 
part of Archbishop Whitgift' s tomb in the 
Parish Church, which monument suffered in the 
fire of 1867, when the above Church was almost 
totally burnt. 

THE AUDIENCE CHAMBER 

is situated immediately over the ·common Hall 
and has an oak wainscot. This room is also 
called the Great or Audience Chambe~, and 
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Whitgi/t Hospital, Croydon. 

contains many interesting relics. There is a fine 
carved overmantel with the arms of Archbishop 
Whitgift impaled with those of the See of 
Canterbury. 

fJI The Armada Chest contains many valu
able registers and documents. There are also 
ancient deeds of quaint spelling and penman
ship, with state seals, and tracing the •• White 
Swan • • property back some six or seven 
hundred years ; one of the 18 remaining original 
oak stools used by the noble guests of Arch
bishop Whitgift ; a • • triacle • • Bible, believed 
to have been originally a .chain Bible ; the 
original Register of Inmates, dating _from 1599 
to 167 5, and showing the names of the first 
inmates of ·the Hospital ; some of the earliest 
specimens of glazed pottery ; the old sign of 

.. TR!ACLE " BIBLE, D ITED 15!)5. 







Whitgift Hospital, Croydon. 

''The Swan Inn ''; and a picture, by Pyne, 
of North End, in 1796. 

THE BEDROOM. 

above, now used by the Warden, was frequently 
occupied by Whitgift during . his visits to the 
Hospital. It has a panelled oak wainscot, and 
the heavy oak two-ply door is of great strength, 
being panelled and bolted, and fitted with secret 
locks and other devices to resist the entrance of 
would-be intruders. 

THE CHAPEL. 

t] In the Chapel are to be noticed the quaint 
fittings, the seats made of the knotted and rough 
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16 Whitgift Hospital, Croydon. 

part of the timber. The fine oak wainscot was 
erected in 1640. The walls are adorned with 
several historic and interesting pictures, includ
ing one of the F ound~r, also an old group of 
texts dating from 1600. Whit gift was a very 
strict disciplinarian, and insisted on the ~rethren 
attending two services daily of an hour-and-a
half each. The services are now held every 
Sunday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

(jj On the outside, above the window, is the 
following inscription on a Portland stone : 

Eboracencis 

Hanc F enestram 

Fieri Fecit, 

1597. 
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this inscription implying that a Y orkshireman was 
the donor of this window. The so-called 
• • Great Window '' of the Chapel has puzzled 

the compilers, who have copied an error one 
after another from the first, giving the credit to 
the Archbishop of York, who had no associa
tion with the Hospital. The real donor stands 
second on the Hospital list of benefactors. 

fj The school house and masters' residence 
stood at the east end of the Hospital, on the 
site now occupied by Messrs. Lyons' and 
Allders' premises, but were demolished some 
twenty-two years ago for the purposes of 
George Street widening. 

f] According to the statutes of the hospital the 
building was erected for the benefit of at least 
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Whitgift Hospital, Croydon. 

30 persons of both sexes, and so many more 
under the number of 40 as the revenues of it 
will permit. Half the number must be in· 
habitants of Croydon and half of Lambeth. 

fJl To the warden (who is always one of the 
poor pensioners) is allotted a yearly salary of 
£6 l3s. 4d., and to every poor brother and 
sister, £5 per annum, besides wood, corn, and 
other provisions. 

fJl Those were the amounts payable to the 
inmates under the statutes when money was of 
much greater value than at present. Now, how· 
ever, partly owing to increased revenue, the 
stipends are-for a man £47 16s., and for a 
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woman £40 8s. Od., in addition to the apart

ment, medical attendance, gas, and a certain 

quantity of coal. 

t] The selection of the inmates is vested in 

the Archbishop of Canterbury for the time 

being, subject to the terms of the statutes already 

referred to. 

Cj The following extract is taken from the 

Register: ''The 22nd March, being the first 

day of the foundation of this Hospital, William 

Barlow, sometime Bishop of Rochester and 

Chaplain to the Founder, hath given a Com

memoration Sermon for which he hath allowed 
13s. 4d., and 3s. 4d. to the Vicar of Croydon 

to publish it; as also 13s. 4d. for a dinner and 
I Os. unto the poor brothers' hoxe for ever, 
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20 Whitgi/t Hospital, Croydon. 

which benevolence of his is dulie performed by 

the W orshippfull Companie of Ffishmongers of 

London.'' 

g By a scheme established under the direc~ 
tion of the Court of Chancery and dated 

1st August, 1856, a Board of Governors was 
instituted-consisting of not more than 12 nor 

less than 8 in number-to be appoined by the 

Archbishop of Canterbury for the time being, 

and the Vicar of Croydon was to be ex~officio 

Governor. The Board was to have the man~ 

agement and control of the lands, possessions, 

and revenues of the charity. The Warden and 

Poor were in their corporate capacity to make 

and execute all deeds, leases, and other instru~ 

ments as the said Governors should require. 
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t] On the 15th July, 1881 , a new scheme 

for the better aClministration of the Charity was 

instituted. By this scheme the Corporation of 
• • The Warden and Poor of the Hospital of 

the Holy Trinity in Croydon • • was dissolved, 

and the rights, powers, and liability, vested in 

the said corporation, transferred to and vested 

in thirteen Governors created by the scheme, 

viz., twelve to be called Representative 

Governors, and one (the Vicar of Croydon for 

the time being) ex-officio Governor. The 

Representative Governors to be appointed as 

follows, viz., six by the Archbishop of Canter
bury, two by the Magistrates for Surrey acting 

in and for the Petty Sessional Division of 

Croydon, and four by the County Council for 

Croydon. Each such appointment to be for a 
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22 Whitgi/t Hospital, Croydon. 

term of five years, reckoned from the date of 

appointment (altered to three years by a supple

mentary scheme, dated 10th January, 1907). 

f]l A supplementary scheme, dated 14th 

March, 1899, directs that certain moneys 

amounting to £382 a year shall be devoted to 

the provision of out pensions for needy persons-

parishioners of Croydon and Lambeth in equal 

proportion-who may be selected by the Arch

bishop of Canterbury. The amount of each 

pension is to be not less than 1 Os. a week and 

not more than 12s. 6Cl., at the discretion of the 

Governors. Any person possessing an income is 

disqualified from appointment as an out pen
sioner, except where such income is of less 
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amount than the pension, when it may be sub

sidized by such a weekly payment as will make 
it equivalent to a pension. 
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24 Whitgi/t Hospital, Croydon. 

NOTE. 

fJ So far as can be ascertained, no other book 
is in existence dealing exclusively with the 
Whitgift Hospital, and this booklet, originally 
issued 13 years ago, will doubtless be of some 
interest at the present juncture. No claim is made 
by the publisher to originality in the foregoing 
pages. · Rather is acknowledgment tendered to 
various authorities from whose works some of 
the information is necessarily culled. 

jANUARY, 1923. 
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l 'Che :Rame of Whitgift 
~ is well known throughout the 

I 

c:ountry as that of a public: 
benefac:tor. 

1the: llame: of 1turtle: 
is also well known for first· 

c:lass Sheffield Cutlery 

11 The Cutlers' Company, 
incorporated by Ac:t of Parlla· 
ment in 1624 and holding 
extensive Parliamentary powers 
in c:onnec:tion with the registra· 
tion of trade marks, have 
granted Messrs. Turtle, Ltd., 
permission to use the trade 
mark shown below in rec:ogni· 
tion of the exc:ellenc:e of their 

Cutlery. 

, .... ~~-··· 
,.l.l&TKitl.. 

Granted b:l' the Slu!field Cutlers Co. 

6, CROWN HILL, 
AND 

53, NORTH END, 
CROYDON. 
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as a timekeeper 
lies in its dependabi lity. For quality of workmanship 
(the principal factor in timekeeping) you must rely upon 

the experience and integrity of the dealer. 
That is why we unhesitatingly say Come to us-if you 

want a good watch. 

The W atch illustrated has a Hall-marked Solid Gold 
Case, 15-jewelled lever movement, double roller, 
compensation balance, with Solid Gold Expanding 

Bracelet, complete £5 5 s. 

O THERS IN STOCK FROM £3 TO £35. 
A Guarantee ef S years accompanies each watch- this 
means w ith u r use your watch will coat you nothln&' with

five years. We have a reputation for e ffi ciency- and we 
are here to s erv e y ou. 
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Tram Terminus, PurleJ. 
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